
Books About Native American Boarding Schools 
 
BROKEN CIRCLE: THE DARK LEGACY OF INDIAN REESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS – BY THEODORE NIIZHOTAY FONTAINE 

The book chronicles the impact of Theodore Fontaine’s harrowing experiences at Fort Alexander and 
Assiniboia Indian Residential Schools, including psychological, emotional, and sexual abuse; disconnection 
from his language and culture; and the loss of his family and community. Told as remembrances infused 
with insights gained through his long healing process, Fontaine goes beyond the details of the abuse that 
he suffered to relate a unique understanding of why most residential school survivors have post-traumatic 
stress disorders and why succeeding generations of Indigenous children suffer from this dark chapter in 
history 

 

A COUNCIL OF DOLLS: A NOVEL– BY MONA SUSAN POWERS 
From the mid-century metropolis of Chicago to the windswept ancestral lands of the Dakota people, to the 
bleak and brutal Indian boarding schools, A Council of Dolls is the story of three women, told in part through 
the stories of the dolls they carried. A modern masterpiece, A Council of Dolls is gorgeous, quietly 
devastating, and ultimately hopeful, shining a light on the echoing damage wrought by Indian boarding 
schools, and the historical massacres of Indigenous people. With stunning prose, Mona Susan Power weaves 
a spell of love and healing that comes alive on the page.. 
 

INDIAN HORSE: A NOVEL – BY RICHARD WAGAMESE 
Alone in the world and placed in a horrific boarding school, Saul Indian Horse is surrounded by violence 
and cruelty. At the urging of a priest, he finds a tentative salvation in hockey. Rising at dawn to practice 
alone, Saul proves determined and undeniably gifted. His intuition and vision are unmatched. His speed 
is remarkable. Together they open doors for him: away from the school, into an all-Ojibway amateur 
circuit, and finally within grasp of a professional career. Yet as Saul’s victories mount, so do the 
indignities and the taunts, the racism and the hatred—the harshness of a world that will never welcome 
him, tied inexorably to the sport he loves. 

 
IN SEARCH OF APRIL RAINTREE – BY REATRICE MOSIONIER 

Memories. Some memories are elusive, fleeting, like a butterfly that touches down and is free until it is 
caught. Others are haunting. You'd rather forget them, but they won't be forgotten. And some are always 
there. No matter where you are, they are there, too. In a broken system, April and Cheryl are separated 
and placed in different foster homes. Despite the distance, they remain close, even as their decisions 
threaten to divide them emotionally, culturally, and geographically. As one sister embraces her Métis 
identity, the other tries to leave it behind. Will the sisters’ bond survive as they struggle to make their way 
in a society that is often indifferent, hostile, and violent? 

 

MEDICINE RIVER: A STORY OF SURVIVAL & THE LEGACY OF INDIAN BOARDING SCHOLS – BY MARY ANNETTE PEMBER 
Amongst the tens of thousands of Native children that were pulled from their tribal communities to attend 
boarding schools was Ojibwe journalist Mary Pember's mother, who was sent to a boarding school in 
northern Wisconsin at age five. The trauma of her experience cast a pall over Pember's own childhood and 
her relationship with her mother. Highlighting both her mother's experience and the experiences of 
countless other students at such schools, their families, and their children, Medicine River paints a stark 
but hopeful portrait of communities still reckoning with the trauma of religion, acculturation, and abuse 
caused by the state.  

 

PROBABLY RUBY: A NOVEL – BY LISA BIRD-WILSON 
Given up for adoption as an infant, Ruby is raised by a white couple who understand little of her Indigenous 
heritage. This is the great mystery that hovers over Ruby’s life—who her people are and how to reconcile 
what is missing. As the novel spans time and multiple points of view, we meet the people connected to Ruby: 
her birth parents and grandparents; her adoptive parents; the men and women Ruby has been romantically 
involved with; a beloved uncle; and Ruby’s children. Taken together, these characters form a kaleidoscope 
of stories, giving Ruby’s life dignity and meaning. 



THE PLOT AGAINST NATIVE AMERICANS – BY BILL VAUGHN 
In the early 1800s, the federal government and various church denominations devised the “Indian 
Boarding Schools,” in which Native children were forced to give up their Native languages, clothes, and 
spiritual beliefs for a life of cultural assimilation. Many of the children were abused sexually—and a 
shocking number died of pneumonia, tuberculosis, and other diseases. Sizable graveyards were found at 
many of these boarding schools. In May 2022, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland released the 
first installment of an investigation into Native American boarding schools in the US. The findings were 
shocking: the investigation revealed that the boarding school system emphasized manual labor and 
vocational training, which failed to prepare indigenous students for life in a capitalist economy. 

. 
PUNISHED: A NOVEL – BY  ANN-HELEN LAESTADIU 

In the 1950s near the Arctic Circle, seven-year-olds Jon-Ante, Else-Maj, Nilsa, Marge, and Anne-Risten 
are taken from their families. As children of Sámi reindeer herders, the Swedish state has mandated 
they attend a “nomad school” where they are forbidden to speak their native language. As the children 
visit home only sporadically, their parents know little about the abuse they face, much of it at the 
hands of the housemother, Rita. Those who dare to speak up are silenced.Thirty years later, the five 
children have chosen different paths to cope with the past. Then suddenly, housemother Rita 
reappears. Now an old, frail woman claiming to have God on her side, she acts like nothing ever 
happened. But the five former students have neither forgotten nor forgiven heR. Based on the 
author’s family story, Punished is a searing novel about loss, memory, cultural erasure, and community 
that vibrates with righteous rage over one nation’s greatest betrayals of its native people. 

 
STEALING – BY MARGARET VERBL  

Kit Crockett lives on a farm with her grief-stricken, widowed father, tending the garden, fishing in a local 
stream, and reading Nancy Drew mysteries from the library bookmobile. But when Kit suddenly finds 
herself at the center of a tragic, fatal crime she becomes a ward of the court. Her Cherokee family wants 
to raise her, but the righteous Christians in town instead send her to a religious boarding school. Kit’s 
heritage is attacked, and she’s subjected to religious indoctrination and other forms of abuse. But Kit 
secretly keeps a journal recounting what she remembers—and revealing just what she has forgotten. 
Over the course of Stealing, she unravels the truth of how she ended up at the school and plots a way 
out. If only she can make her plan work in time. 

 
STEALING LITTLE MOON: THE LEGACY OF AMERICAN INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOLS – BY DAN SASUWEH JONES 

Little Moon There Are No Stars Tonight was four years old when armed federal agents showed up at 
her home and took her from her family. Under the authority of the government, she was sent away 
to a boarding school specifically created to strip her of her Ponca culture and teach her the ways of 
white society. Little Moon was one of thousands of Indigenous children forced to attend these schools 
across America and give up everything they'd ever known: family, friends, toys, clothing, food, 
customs, even their language. She would be the first of four generations of her family who would go 
to the Chilocco Indian Agricultural School. Part American history, part family history, Stealing Little 
Moon is a powerful look at the miseducation and the mistreatment of Indigenous kids, while 
celebrating their strength, resiliency, and courage--and the ultimate failure of the United States 
government to erase them. 

 
STRINGING ROSARIES – Denise K. Lajimodiere 

Denise Lajimodiere's interest in American Indian boarding school survivors stories evolved from 
recording her father and other family members speaking of their experiences. Her research helped her 
to gain insight, a deeper understanding of her parents, and how and why she and her siblings were 
parented in the way they were. That insight led her to an emotional ceremony of forgiveness, described 
in the last chapter of Stringing Rosaries. The journey to record survivors stories led her through the 
Dakotas and Minnesota and into the personal and private space of boarding school survivors. While 
there, she heard stories that they had never shared before. She came to an understanding of new terms: 
historical and intergenerational trauma, soul wound. 


